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Coming up  

Parents Coffee 
Morning  
Friday 24th January 
10.15 – 11.15 
 
INSET Day – school 
closed to pupils 
Friday 14th February 
 
Open Evening and 
exhibition of pupil 
work  
Thursday 26th 
March (more 
details to follow) 

For the first few weeks at the 

start of this term we have 

been looking at how we 

communicate at Great Oaks.  
 

Last week we focused on 

Signing. Many of our 

Pathway 1  students use 

signing to help them 

communicate and several of 

our  Pathway 2 and 3 classes 

having been taking formal 

Entry Level courses in 

Signalong, the signing system 

that we use. This has enabled 

them to better communicate 

with all pupils in our school 

community. 
 

Signalong provides a 

vocabulary of over 4000 

signs. We have a Great Oaks 

vocabulary of about 50 signs 

drawn from this that are 

relevant to us and our pupils. 

We regularly run training  for 

staff and parents, so check 

the newsletter for details of 

our next one. For more about 

Signalong please contact Mrs 

Ourique. 

 

This week’s communication 

theme has been books, 

pupils have been talking 

about their favourite books 

and saying why they like 

them with 4VK sharing books 

they have been studying in 

assembly on Friday. 

 

 

 

Head for the day 
 

 Following our Elections on 12th December, the successful candidate – Kye Wright took up his 

position as Headteacher for the day last Friday. He carried out all of his election promises 

during the day which included a sports afternoon for the school and McDonalds for all the 

pupils and staff. 

He also took Assembly, answered emails and did a lesson observation. Everyone felt he did 

a great job (better than Mr Evans) and wished he could do it every day. 



  

Parents / Carers Coffee Morning 

 

Friday 24th January  
10.15 – 11.15 

 

We will be talking about the school’s approach to 

behaviour management at this Coffee Morning.  

All welcome 

We are putting in an application for a blue badge  to assist 

with parking and dropping off pupils from our minibuses 

when on trips. However, for the application we need to know 

the numbers of pupils in receipt of the higher level mobility 

part of DLA. We will be sending out a text shortly to ask this 

question and just need as many parents who are in receipt of 

this to answer  with a simple ‘yes’. Your details or any other 

information will not shared. It is for number count only. Many 

thanks 

Titanic story 

 

Blue Badge 

 Year 10s visited the Titanic exhibition at Seacity Museum 

this week as part of their AQA coursework looking at the 

ship and the history of Southampton. The classes did a great 

job finding out about different facts about the ship including 

following the story of Mr Walther Fredericks a relative of a 

teacher at the school. We also discovered Melissa Parker 

really seems to fit the bill when trying to look like a maid 

from the 1910s! 

Your Pathway Managers  

 

 

Our Pathway Managers entered into the Christmas spirit on 

the last day of term to give out pupil of the year certificates 

(Mr Hardy was excused on account of injury with his place 

gamely taken by Mr Warner) 


